7 2      The Philosophy of the Conditioned.

Whether the object, properly so called, in
vision, be the rays of light in contact with
the organ, or the body emitting or reflecting
those rays, is indifferent to the present ques-
tion, so long as a material object of some
kind or other is supposed to be perceived,
and not merely an inmaterial representation
of such an object. To speak of our percep-
tions as mere modifications of mind produced
by an unknown cause, would be like main-
taining that the acid is modified by the
influence of the alkali without entering into
combination with it. Such a view might
perhaps be tolerated, in connection with the
theory of relativity, by an indulgent interpre-
tation of language, but it is certainly not
that which the language of the theory most
naturally suggests.

All this Mr. Mill entirely misapprehends.